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Acts of the Apostles 5:27-32, 40b-41

Psalm 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13

Revelation 5:11-14

John 21:1-19


In the film Forrest Gump, the simple-minded title character (a college football hero, Vietnam Vet and international ping-pong star) has become a shrimp-boat captain in fulfillment of a promise made to a deceased army buddy.  In one of the more moving and humorous moments of the film, as Forrest is piloting his boat back into port, he spots his old army superior, the crippled Lieutenant Dan, awaiting Forrest’s return on one of the docks.  Forrest is so full of joy that, without a thought, he leaps from the boat into the sea, swimming to Lieutenant Dan, leaving his shrimp-boat to crash into another dock nearby.


In the beginning of their shrimp-boat business, Forrest and Lt. Dan are a little down on their luck. Eventually they make a great catch of shrimp after enduring a hurricane in which theirs was the only boat that did not flee to port in the face of the impending storm, and therefore, did not receive damage by being washed ashore.


These scenes have always reminded me of the beginning of this Sunday’s Gospel reading, in which the Apostles add one more tale to their experiences of the Risen Christ.  Where St. Luke tells of the catch of fish at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, St. John places the miracle at the end of his Gospel, after the Resurrection.  Where in Luke’s account Peter asks Jesus to depart from him, John tells of a very different reaction.  Upon recognizing Jesus on the shore Peter is filled with such joy that, without a thought, he puts his clothes on, jumps into the water and swims for shore, leaving his companions to haul the catch of fish.


There is so much that happens in this Sunday’s Gospel that it would appear a most arduous task to reflect upon it, unless one sees it as a metaphor for the work of the Church, especially in the earliest years of its history.  From the long, uneventful night of the fisherman to the commission of Peter to “feed my sheep”, St. John tells a well known and frequently preached encounter between Jesus and the Apostles in such a way as to reflect the life of the Church after Jesus rose from the dead – all sparked by that basic recognition of the Beloved Disciple:  “It is the Lord!”


Like the Apostles on the waters during the night, the first few decades of Christianity were mired in apparent darkness as the Church faced struggle and persecution from which it did not flee.  We read of one such confrontation in this Sunday’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, in which, like Jesus, the Apostles face opposition and mistreatment at the hands of their own religious leaders.  Like the Apostles in the boat, the next morning, the early Church was truly blessed with a “fine catch” of new followers for Christ.  We are told in the Acts of the Apostles that three thousand were added on that first Pentecost alone.


This “great catch of fish” is further symbolized in our second reading from the Book of Revelation.  As John observes the Lamb that was Slain, he hears the voices of every creature in heaven, on earth and under the earth, proclaiming the Lamb’s praise and calling on all creation to worship.  As the Book of Revelation is not about the future, but rather the present, we reflect on our call to further recognize the true identity of the Lamb who draws such a multitude of followers.  Like the Beloved Disciple, we look upon the Lamb and recognize him for who he is – “It is the Lord!”


Our response is as true today as in the early days of the Church.  Like the Apostles, we are filled with that Easter joy that moves us to live as people who are saved, people who worship the Lamb, people of the Resurrection, people who are among that great catch of fish the Church continues to pull ashore, where Christ awaits.  Like the Apostles, we too are called to put out again and again for that catch, whereby we become the instruments through whom Christ continues his fishing expedition, calling more and more to join the multitude, become his followers, rejoice in the Resurrection and follow the Lamb that was Slain.

Like the Apostles in the fishing boat, and later on that first Pentecost, we continue to recognized that the grace and the spirit bestowed upon the Church by the Risen Christ continues to bring about a great influx of followers.  Like the Beloved Disciple (who in many ways symbolizes all Christians) we are called to recognize that in all the actions of the Church there is always the presence of the Risen Christ, standing on the shore, not far off, observing all we do, telling us to lower our nets just one more time, as he sends the fish to be caught by the net of the Gospel.  In this way, in all things, the Church recognizes that in its entire works, it does not act alone.  Rather, the Holy Spirit works within the Church, always under the watchful eye of the Risen Christ, even when we do not, at first recognize him – in short, it is not our doing; rather “It is the Lord!”

Fr. William Nicholas
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