The Year in Review – Wrapping Up Liturgical Year 2008

33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year A

Catholic San Francisco – November 21, 2008
Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17

Psalm 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6

1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28

Matthew 25:31-46


The Solemnity of Christ the King celebrates the ultimate supremacy of Jesus and looks to his triumphant Return in Glory.  This is the same theme with which we will begin our new Liturgical Year next week, with the First Sunday of Advent.  Thus we begin and end the yearly cycle with a reminder that our Advent as Christians is not the Birth, but rather, the Return of Christ.


As such, this Solemnity also marks the end of Liturgical Year 2008.  In this we not only do we celebrate Christ as our King, but also our passage through time as we move closer and closer to his Return.  While we observe a three-year liturgical cycle, we know that our passage of time is not an endless repetition of “the same old thing”.  Rather, we are in an upward spiral as we move year-by-year, cycle-by-cycle, closer and closer toward the day when the final ushering of the Kingdom will be brought about by Christ the King.

To the ancient pagan cultures this would have been a radical concept as their world and cosmic views consisted of an endless repetition of cycles – of the stars, the moon, the seasons, of life and death.  The endless repetitive rotation came and went.  There was no history.  Rather everything repeated with the same reliable frequency as the rotation of a wheel.

Then came the Jews, who, starting with Abraham, told to go forth to something totally new, ushered in a new and far-reaching view of the world, the cosmos and history itself.  At the center is the idea of a covenant relationship with the divine Godhead, who is not passively detached, but as our divine Shepherd is personally involved with a people who celebrate a definitive history; not the repetitive cycle of “the same old thing”, but a specific past and a particular present looking to a future in which the people sought to grow ever closer to their God, and stronger in their covenant relationship with that God.

As Christians we continue this view of time and history, now shared by the majority of cultures throughout the world.  We still, however, distinguish ourselves.  As a Church, we begin a five-week head start on the rest of the world as we enter into our New Liturgical Year, celebrating Advent and Christmas 2009.


It is because of this transition from one year to another that I like to see the Solemnity of Christ the King as an opportunity to look back on the previous Liturgical Year to see where we have come since the beginning of Advent 2008.  Where have we been in this past year?  Where are we now in our present transition into Advent, 2009?  Where do we hope to go as we move through the coming year in our Church’s history?  How will we grow and change in our upward spiral toward Christ’s eventual Return?


As a universal Church, we have spent the last few months getting immersed in the Year of St. Paul, to commemorate the two-thousandth anniversary of his birth and celebrate his contribution to our Scriptures and the foundations of our faith.  As members of the universal Church, gathered with our local bishop under the leadership of the Holy Father, how have we thus far embraced this call to celebrate and grow under the timeless tutelage of the Apostle to the Gentiles?  How have we, the priests, led our communities in observing this year?  Have we gone out of our way to make this truly a Year of Paul?  Or has it been so far “just another year”?


As a Church in the United States, we were honored during this past Liturgical Year as Pope Benedict himself visited us, bringing Christ’s message of hope and healing to our American Catholic Community.  We witnessed President George W. Bush personally greet the Holy Father upon his arrival in Washington, D.C. (the first time a U.S. President has ever greeted a foreign dignitary at an airport of our nations capitol), and heard our Vice President Dick Cheney refer to Pope Benedict as “pastor to the world” as he prepared to return to Rome.  In between we heard the Holy Father speak to matters of faith, hope and healing as he addressed, among others, the bishops, Catholic educators, the youth, the victims of past clergy abuse and the American people in general, whether listening or not.  In the process he stirred our faith, lifted our spirits, walked with the powerful, spoke to the wounded and impressed our national media more than they are willing to admit.


How have we grown in this past year as an Archdiocese? as parishes within our Archdiocese? as families within our parishes? and as individuals?  Let us connect on this Solemnity of Christ the King on our role within God’s universal history of salvation, with Abraham and his descendants in faith, with Christ and his Bride, the Church.  Let us reflect during this celebration of Christ the King on where we have come during the Liturgical Year 2008 and where we hope to go in Liturgical Year 2009; that we will not prove stagnant and stale, but true subjects of Christ our King, always moving in our upward spiral toward a closer relationship with our God, as we move closer to the glorious Return of Christ.

